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2016, Falschmeldungen und «moralische Panik»

BUZZFeeDNEWS / Rerommneé  BuzzFeed Videos Quizzes Tasty More

Total Facebook Engagements for
This Analysis Shows How Viral Fake Top 20 Election s"tg,..gs

Election News Stories Outperformed

15 million

Real News On Facebook S—
A BuzzFeed News analysis found that top fake election news stories generated more 12 million
total engagement on Facebook than top election stories from 19 major news outlets
combined.
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6 millon 7.3 million
WikiLeaks CONFIRMS Hillary Sold ) m
Weapons to ISIS... Then Drops Another
BOMBSHELL! ‘ 3 millon o—

Feb.-April May-July Aug—Election Day

ENGAGEMENT REFERS TO THE TOTAL NUMBER OF SHARES, REACTIONS, AND COMMENTS
FOR A PIECE OF CONTENT ON FACEBOOK SOURCE: FACEBOOK DATA VIA BUZZSUMO
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Digitale Desinformation = Fake News?

Fake News: Inhalte, die versuchen, als offizielle
Nachrichten zu gelten, um der Leserschaft falsche
Informationen glaubhaft zu machen
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Figure 1: LeSoir.info in February 2017 (left) and LeSoir.be in March 2017 (right).



4 Griinde, den Begriff «Fake News» zu vermeiden

Die Literatur sagt Folgendes uber den Begriff «<Fake News»:

— Es besteht kein Unterschied zu klassischer Desinformation (und Satire).

- Er beruht auf einer grob vereinfachenden Vorstellung von Journalismus.
- Er basiert auf einer abschatzigen Vorstellung der Leserschatft.

- Erist politisch gefahrlich.

Lookalike news websites in 201 Lookalike newspapers in 1943
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Digitale Desinformation

Fake News
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Junk News

These Are 50 Of The Biggest Fake
News Hits On Facebook In 2017

Viral fake news generated more engagement on Facebook in 2017 than the previous year,
according to a BuzzFeed News analysis.

©  Craig Silverman Jane Lytvynenko Scott Pham
BuzzFeed News Media Editor BuzzFeed News Reporter §  BuzzFeed News Reporter
Posted on December 28, 2017, 8:31 pm
Top 10 Fake News Articles
by Facebook Engagements
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Digitale Desinformation

Fake News = Junk News
Inhalte, die versuchen, als Inhalte,
offizielle Nachrichten zu gelten, die fur kurze Zeit
um der Leserschaft falsche viel Aufmerksamkeilt erregen
Informationen glaubhaft zu
machen ABLENKUNG
LUGEN

Venturini, T. (2019).
From Fake to Junk News, the Data Politics of Online Virality
In D. Bigo, E. Isin, & E. Ruppert (Hrsg.), Data Politics: Worlds, Subjects, Rights



Junk News

und Informationskaskaden

WTOE 5 NEWS

YOUR LOCAL NEWS NOW

[ o [ o
Pope Francis Shocks World,
Endorses Donald Trump for
President, Releases Statement

TOPICS: Pope Francis Endorses Donald Trump
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Bounegru, L., Gray, J., Venturini, T., & Mauri, M. (2018)
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Zyklen der Aufmerksamkeit

Up and down with

ecology —
the “‘issue-attention
cycle”

A problem must be dramatic and exciting to maintain public in-
terest because news is “consumed” by much of the American public
(and by publics everywhere) largely as a form of entertainment, As
such, it competes with other types of entertainment for a share of
each person’s time. Every day, there is a fierce struggle for space in
the highly limited universe of newsprint and television viewing time,

Downs, A. 1972
Up and down with Ecology:
The “Issue-Attention Cycle”
Public Interest 28

The Rise and Fall of Social Problems:
A Public Arenas Model!

The amount of attention received by a given social problem varies

dynamically over time:

a) problems that have achieved some success are constantly in dan-
ger of undergoing a decline and being displaced; and

b) while some problems may rise, decline, and reemerge, very few
maintain a high level of attention over many years.

Hilgartner, S. & Bosk, C. 1988
The Rise and Fall of Social Problems: A Public Arenas
Model
American Journal of Sociology 94(1)



Digitale Plattformen und
Beschleunigung der Aufmerksamkeitszyklen

Eine Okonomie der fliichtisen Aufmerksamkeit
basierend auf Mikrotransaktionen der Aufmerksamkeit

Uberwachungs- und Empfehlungstechnologien,
die oberflachliches Engagement fordern

Metriken der «Eitelkeit»,
die die User dazu animieren, die neusten Trends zu teilen

Internet-Subkulturen
mit Fokus auf Viralitat

Politische Trolling-Strategien,
um die Debatte zu storen und die allgemeine Aufmerksamkeit auf etwas anderes zu
lenken



Social Media und Beschleunigung der Aufmerksamkeitszyklen

Covington, P., Jay A., and Emre S., 2016

Deep Neural Networks for

YouTube Recommendations

10th ACM Conference on Recommender Systems

Jede Sekunde werden zahlreiche Stunden
Videomaterial auf YouTube hochgeladen. Das
Weiterempfehlen dieser kurzlich hochgeladenen
(«frischen») Inhalte ist fir YouTube enorm
wichtig ...

Neben der einfachen Empfehlung neuer Videos, die
Benutzer sehen mochten, gibt es ein zweites,
wichtiges Phanomen, bei dem virale Inhalte
identifiziert und verbreitet werden.
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Figure 4: For a given video [26], the model trained
with example age as a feature is able to accurately
represent the upload time and time-dependant pop-
ularity observed in the data. Without the feature,
the model would predict approximately the average
likelihood over the training window.



The Rise and Fall of Social Problems:
Stephen Hilgartner flj i N (O’ 1 / 2”)
Columbia University
University of Pennsylvania . . . .
incremented at each time (t) by multiplied by «
This paper develops a model of the process through which social ( \ [ \ { M
L] L] L] L]
source, the model emphasizes competition and selection in the PaN ’L Z ’L Z
media and other arenas of public discourse. Linkages among public —
arenas produce feedback that drives the growth of social problems. ; i — I I I a} g 7 l a 7 l — 7 l l
Growth is constrained by the finite “carrying capacities” of public t | 1 t t t 1 ,
tension between the constraints and forces for growth produces
successive waves of problem definitions, as problems and those who
promote them compete to enter and to remain on the public agenda.
popularity is
set to zero

A Public Arenas Model'
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Castaldo, Venturini, Frasca & Gargiulo (2022)
Junk news bubbles. Modelling the rise and fall of attention in online arenas
New Media & Society, 24(9)



The Rise and Fall of Social Problems:
A Public Arenas Model!

Stephen Hilgartner
Columbia University

Charles L. Bosk
University of Pennsylvania

This paper develops a model of the process through which social
problems rise and fall. Treating public attention as a scarce re-
source, the model emphasizes competition and selection in the
media and other arenas of public discourse. Linkages among public
arenas produce feedback that drives the growth of social problems.
Growth is constrained by the finite “carrying capacities” of public
arenas, by competition, and by the need for sustained drama. The
tension between the constraints and forces for growth produces
successive waves of problem definitions, as problems and those who
promote them compete to enter and to remain on the public agenda.
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New Media & Society, 24(9)
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Empfehlungsalgorithmen und Viralitat
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Figure 4: For a given video [26], the model trained
with example age as a feature is able to accurately
represent the upload time and time-dependant pop-
ularity observed in the data. Without the feature,
the model would predict approximately the average
likelihood over the training window.
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The Conspiracy
Singularity Has Arrived

With the pandemic and a global uprising against racial injustice to be
explained away, conspiracy communities are bleeding into each other,

merging into one gigantic mass of suspicion.




Blindnisse des Misstrauens

CLARE BIRCHALL
AND PETER KNIGHT

THEORIES IN |

THE TIME OF
COVID-19

Conspiracy Theories

-

5 Coalitions of Distrust
Features of Coronavirus Conspiracy
Theories

DOI: 10.4324/9781003315438-6

In the previous two chapters, we catalogued the conspiracy theories that
emerged and converged during the first year and a half of the pandemic. To
do this adequately, we included the longer histories of those conspiracy
theories. This might give the impression that there is nothing new under the
sun when it comes to conspiracism—and documenting that longer history
helps correct the widespread but inaccurate claim that conspiracy theories
exploded on social media during the pandemic in a way that had never been
seen before. In this chapter, however, we counter the equally misleading
claim that the circulation of conspiracy theories in the online environment
during the pandemic was merely business as usual. This chapter is concerned
with identifying what is distinctive about Covid-19 conspiracy theorising,
over and above some of the general mechanisms and features of conspiracy
theories we outlined in the introduction. If the content is not necessarily new
—as we have seen, many of them reuse tropes, fears and rhetoric—what
tendencies can we see emerging in the creation and circulation of pandemic
conspiracy theories, and the uses to which they have been put? In what
follows, we consider some key characteristics.! Not all these characteristics

are unique to the pandemic; what we see, rather, is that existing trends



Marc Tuters Tom Willaert (2022)

Deep state phobia:

Narrative convergence in coronavirus conspiracism on Instagram
Convergence, 28(4)
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Verschworungen ohne Theorie

Muirhead, R., & Rosenblum, N. (2019)
A Lot of People are Saying

The new conspiracism is something different. There is no punctilious
demand for proofs, no exhaustive amassing of evidence, no dots
revealed to form a pattern, no close examination of the operators
plotting in the shadows...

This is conspiracy without the theory. What validates the new
conspiracism is not evidence but repetition.

When Trump tweeted the accusation that President Barack Obama
had ordered the FBI to tap his phones in October before the 2016
election, no evidence of the charge was forthcoming. What mattered
was not evidence but the number of retweets the president’s post
would enjoy: the more retweets, the more credible the charge

A Lot of People Are Saying
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Muss man Angst vor Verschworungs-Memes haben?

Klassische Verschworungstheorien haben hohe Eintrittshirden. Das Festhalten an ihren
Uberzeugungen erfordert eine gewisse «Verschwdrungsalphabetisierung» und die Beherrschung einer
Reihe von kanonischen Texten, Argumenten, Beweisen usw.

Um Teil einer memetischen Subkultur zu sein und zu dieser beizutragen, genugt es, die Funktionsweise
von Internet-Memes zu verstehen — was ebenfalls eine Kompetenz ist, jedoch eine flr den
durchschnittlichen Internetnutzer leichter zugangliche.

Aufgrund der Aufmerksamkeit entwickelt, die den Plattformen zukommt, gedeihen Memes genau
deshalb, weil sie sich einfach merken, wiederholen und in neuer Zusammenstellung wiederverwerten
lassen. Im Vergleich zur Belesenheit, die fur klassische Verschworungstheorien notig ist, sind
Verschworungs-Memes «einfach», und dennoch nicht weniger gefahrlich.

Isoliert und einzeln genommen sind Internet-Memes oberflachlich und unbedeutend. Doch ihr Echo in
den digitalen Plattformen kann kulturelle und politische Folgen haben, die ahnlich gravierend sind wie
die der klassischen Verschworungstheorien, obwohl sie weniger Engagement erfordern.

[Auszug aus einem noch zu veroffentlichenden Buch: Marc Tuters und Tommaso Venturini. The Memeplex Post-
QAnon Platformized Paranoia]
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the Social Study of Science (45). It
offers an amuse-bouche and a snappy
introduction to our new Con

de. It summarizes
some ofthekey Kleas of cu hool with
an embellished metaphor, almost as
bed-time story.
;

sorrounded t s the UN Seeurity
Council.

January 22
Online Conspiracy Theories,
Digital Platforms and
Secondary Orality. Toward
a Sociology of Online
‘Monsters

XY

Venturini, T. (2022) Onllm
Conspiracy Theories, Diy
Platforma and Secon adary ra ity:
van logy of Online
Culture &

Reviving the somewhat forgotten
notion of *secondary orality”, this

September 21
Controversy Mapping. A
Field Guide

Cont gita
blicai

Out in October,  book on
controversy mapplag attbored Wb
Anders Munk
cﬂmmm, ‘Mapping i the first book
to introduce readers to the observation
and representation of contested issues
ondigaal m«hl Drawingon actor-
vork theory and digital methods,
\’emunm i tunk omine the

paper
‘conspiracism as a creative, if

monstrous, response to the attention
economy of social media. Combining
classic literature on oral cultures and

subcultures, this paper takes
conspiratorial folklore seriously and
develops a programme of research into
its features and into its surprising,
‘adaptation to the attention regime of

nd technical fum\dnmm necessary

independ ro the details o the
e interesting to
the

January 22

20
21

September 21
Computation as a quali-
ntitative method.

Investigating IPCC
Leadership

 / Digital Methods

A presentation I gave at the Centre for
Data Culture and Society at Edinburgh,
discussing how (0 use advanced

[rees

many tools and techniques of

implications. Through a range of cases
and exampies, they demonstrate how
to chart actors and issues using digital
feldwork and computational
techniques. A preface by Richard
Rogers an with Bruno
Latour are also included.

November 20
Going the extra mile of
complexity

the support of the
Mission pou lesinitiatives transverses
etinterdisciplinaires du CNRS,
Bibliograph allows you turn a corpus
of scientometrics records from IS1
‘Web of Science or Scopus into a
landscape of bibliographic coupling.
Such a landscape consists in:

A base map network of references
co-oceurring in the records of the

bt byt requency of

their co-oecurrence;
2. Alayer of metadata extracted from

according to their co-occurrence with
the references of the base map.

quantitative s favestighte the
org.\l\\.&anona! elite of the
ernmental Panel on Climate

October 20

On Biting Off More than You

20
22

June 22

“A Difficult Crossin,
at the Fren

Complex Systems Con/erence

" Invited

Conference / Digital Me

The collaboration between complex
systems. ring

tools to understand weird and online-
specific Internet phenomena.

September 22
Memecry: Tracing the
Repetition-with- Vananon of
Formulas on 4chan/pol/

Media Studies /

AGENDA

Hagen, S., & Venturini, T. (2023).
Memecry: Tracing the
of

My rescarch activities focus on:
Digital Methods

Digital Media Studies

troversy Mapping

e & Technology Studies

Social Mod

Torommole lsciogsclaki of e
Projects D00 and ¢
leader in the, pm,m. Scientlh and
CulturlA and has coordinated the
projects 314 and the
Axis 1 of the project FORCCAST,
‘Tommaso teaches Controversy
Mapping,

ernization

Methods, Data
Soummaiean, bat Actar: and STS st
graduate and undergraduate level.

April 20
Junk News Bubbles
Modelling the Rise and Fall
of Attention in Online
Arenas

In this paper, we present a type of
which we cal “junk

studies at the University of Bologna,
completed a

3 atthe University of Milano
Bicocea and a post-doc in Sociology of
Modernity at the Department o
ofthe

; o
University of Bologna.

Formul han/pol/. Social

Science Research Network, 1-31.
In this paper, we introduce the notion
o ey

ia Los Angeles

e bubbles” and wh

y t
seminar of the DATALAB, Center for
Digital Social Research Aarhus
University.

resentatio

July 20

Bridging in Network

Organisations the Case of
International Panel on

Chmale Change

D s / Hi /

Publicati

Bridging in Networ)

by several scholars (including myself)

for their pot tover the divide

between qualitative and quantitative
has

never been easy and quali-quantitative
researchers has developed different

infrastructures. o L
Practi innovators will
and in po
t in actual social
the discovery Je pos

situations, that is in
civil society groups using data in their
projects.

Julyz0
Similarity Sampling by
Machine Learning

Dig / Highlight /
P

i,

R

decided to "go native” and skillfully
attuned their research questions to the
methodologica ffrdancesofthe
available digital records. Other’

preferrd to -go meta” and nvestigate
the limits and bias of digital research.
‘These strategies are indubitably

ASocial Science Experiment with

Artificial Intelli PCC

Leadership

By Tommago Venturini, Tobias

Blanke and Kari De Pry

In this paper we devise a machine

learning protocol to tackle a complex

saciological task: extending a sample
leaders st

t
by an occasional participant can steer
the work into a new direction.

August 20
A network view on
reliability: using machine
learning to understand how
we assess news websites

Blanke T. and Venturini T. (2021)
Anetwe relial

using machine learning to
dersta

March 19
DOOM (systems-theory for
the Disorders Of Onliné

Media) pm;m

‘The project DOOM (systems-theory for
the Disorders Of Online Media),
which I'will be co-leading
ssca, has been selected for funding

i for

I've recently be asked to be part of the
editorial board of the newly founded
Sournal “Political, Anthropelogical
Research on International Social
Sciences” (PAR

‘The journal aims to encourage scholars
toeritescos disciplines, seademic

foundations and limits of this type of
exploration. This paper provides such
analysis, by conceptually and

During my visiting at the Australian

National University in Canberra, I've

been invited to join the VOSON Lab.
of course I've

fanctioning offorcedirectd layouts

gmw accepted!

P
o er s oot e e A
eadsble and interpret their visual
fature
What do we see when we look at
networks an introduction to
isual k analysis and

ofOnlne Ketworks (YOS0N) Labl”

locaed inthe Research School of Social

Sciences at The Australian National
Universiy, We aro adw uncmglhe Social

Science of the Internet through a

Ihave been as
expert on junk news and online
he 140th

cultures and w
open up arthodos comventions Y,
on assumptions

scholarship should do. Similar to
questions of nature that cannat be
neatly separated into categories of
chemistry, biology or physics, we
believe that the s require

project 80|PRIME. The project
includes a scholarship for one PhD
student. Get in touch if interested.
Project abstract:

Online social media have a key role in
contemporary society and the debates
that take place on them are known to
shape political and societal trends. For

tranevesalstsfor thought and
practice. PARLS.S. i such a site. Our
journal constitutes a step towards
transversality and de-
disciplinarization, bringing together
‘multiple disciplines in an effort t
transcend them.

Do arechaervd vih coneen. The

un
websits

is proposal
s that these mfarmulmn ok st

y give up (perhaps
‘perhaps a bi too quickly) a
‘more ambitious goal of digital social
sciences: exploring the deep cultural
onsequences of arge socoechnial
s, Thisrquires rusing the

al-quantitaive ap at dest,

a list of individuals nominated for the
Bureau of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC). Th
difficulty in this task lies in the
impossibility to spell out explicitly the

DoI:

‘This article shows how a machine can
k view to reason about

reliability. Such a nel\wrk view

in a complex, highly distributed and

nature of these communication media,
ind mare specifcally of the collective
dynamics of attention thereby.

order to capture these dynamics, this
proposal advocates the mathematical
modellingof the interpley between the

promises a
thatcanbea mmn hinton relablity
s and their

over thick nl\mmpuln‘m:l quﬁnnns Is
this ambitious or just cr:

research on digital folklore, attention

e erations) Pt on st
oer

0 Venturini, Kari De
Pl')ck nd Robert Ackland
Yokl poper e rmiatad e
koo e
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change focussing on the individuals

between the different temporal,
thematic and functional divisions of
the greareaon Toideniy these
bridge individuals, we proposed a new
measur of bpartt brsgeness
deineas the summatin of th
inverse J similarity coefficient of
the l\ﬂghbu\lrhmd.& of all pairs of
divisions to which an indivdual has
participated. As we illustrated using an
original database of the eight thousand
individusts who contibuted o the

ts foundation, t

cycles
Dowload of

March 20
Smartphone Journalism

Proposal for a potential course on the

et omeeed by sl patorm
sers to identify and share
contents with rising popularity. Such
emphasis on trending matters, we
claim, can have two detrimenta effects
on public debates: first, it shortens the
amountof time valbl o disuss
ach matter; second it increases the

Australian National University and at
At

of repetition-with-variation
oot memas e propas

During his studies, Tommaso have
founded a web design agency an

el

g data and computational
tachniques, wa oten forget st the

341 millon posts made snce 2014 on

pol/, the far-right politics subforum
ofthe imageboard dchan. We drae
from literature on pr and
secondary oality torelate memecry to
the

e 1 il o digital

quantification...), but a question of
“new”. It lies n the ability to generate
new tace,new analytical
combinations, new exploration and
m.muon Sooa. For toolong, socal
ry has been bogged down in the
qual/quant oppositon whic, despite
its historical rationale, has ended up
sestherzing our mathodalogel
imagination. The encounter wi
complx sysems can vake s up
dt

Apritzs
Data Inquiries

Lam thrilled to announce the
publication of the website o the new
ata Inquiries initiative, which 1 wish

o apﬂutmru.hc& its study through
formulas: mnemonic phrases

encapsulating important elements of
oral cultures, which have arguably
regained pror emeral

online environments like 4chan.

June 21

A collaborative path to
ientific discovery

Digital Methods / Publ s/

bl

A collaborative path to scientific
disovery: Distribution of bor,
productivity and innovatior
Eollaborative science Floriana Gargiul,
T S AT
and Paclo Fras
In this work we dlg into the process of
scentifcdscovery by loking st et
plited su\m:e ofinformation:

s of
the Public Data Lab.

Data Inquiries proposes a new way
1 d

projects

el e et

solve mathematical problems in an

oline collboraive environment. To
th

to teach data lteracy. It suggests, in
particular, to shift the attention away
4

i posat reloed o the
projects that arrived to

from data
social and political implications of data
Data Inquiries draw attention to

the social lfe of data both
conceptually and practically:
Coneeptually, it proposes to connect
the practice and teaching of data

o the organization of labor and the
innovations originating from the
author contributions. We observe that
ignificant sporadic
contributor boosts the productivity of

the most active users and that
Flicinky e 8

scienceto
it Jies anid

its description of the implicit
d

ith the
Vi e
to nnovation in Jarr,e scale

is no exact

infrastructures.

e i e
ill be. Somets

Practicall
and teaching data s

serendipitous interactions by sporadic

ked
communication projects.

Wordpress theme by
Moargh.d

‘media
attention. We provide a formal

model” developed by Hilgartner and
Bosk in 1988. Our objective is to
describe the dynamics of the junk news
bubbles as precisely as possible to
facilitate its further investigation with
empirical data,

Castaldo M, Venturini T, Frasca

o 46 44820078640

October 19

Drafting an atlas of
artificial intelligence’s
matters ofreflecnon

To faciltate the exploration of the

‘measure of
more informative than the simple
degree, as it takes into account the
importance and the rareness of the
connections assured by each bridge.
Read print

20
19

October 19
Bend it like Latour. Or to use
‘Actor-Network Theory as a
research method

"1 TRIED THAT..THE ANT DIDN'T
KNOW THE ANSWER , EITHER ..

Actor-Network Theory (ANT) has in

he
Global Forunson il lnlc]hgcl\cc

latest étoile
of French sociology. But beyond his

for Humanity, we
o therecet seentific terature on Al
for humanity: Starting roma

targeting tal lmpllcmnni

and bis orgial mix ofsince nd
peltics,who el knows bow
seuallydo Yy ks ol

se of Al in
human and social mem. we

collected  corpus of more than
thousand bibliographic records
corresponding to journal articles and

e negative nature of ths approach

#nd afimed s loog s of misekes t0

avoid, but not much advi ow to

do ANT in practice. In e
b

these topics i th ast ive years. Using
co-citatior

Journalism

January 20
Visual Network Analysis at

Lisbon iNOVA Smart Data
Sprint

SMART Doto Sprlnt
27-31 JANUARY 2020

Inmy keynote at the INOVA Smart

by reviewing the er
tandards of VNA and explain their
conceptual and bistoica basi. |
provided practical advice on how to
ke them more
conceptuall
the kind of information delivered by
NA S5 o ok vy f et
iguity. [
skmhmg oo anabssof e B

To bypass this

lack of explicit definition, we use a

series o echniques for anomaly
tection o 1PC

semmptions ot anciyai,we

the users (human component). The
Jllhl\d} dynamics shall be explored
SEUGRIR heort approsch, oo
prery

pm from the ever-

Comrbtore hase it profiles
similar to the official Bureau

nominees. W that we can build
amodel capable of a surprisingly
sccuratereading of 1PCC leadarsbip
despite the social and political
complesxity of

lmmng slgorithmsto llmhu the
ability of news and focus instead on

networks by comparing it with our
human judgements. Understanding

that wecan usefully usetat el to
extend our initial samp}

February 2

Indicating

interdisciplinarity in AI
Confe / Digital M

Forum for Artifical Intelligence for
‘Humanity

November 19
Beware ofthe Filter Bubbles
wference / Di

e
Security N inal
Conference, urguedxhn to
understand the current wave of online
‘misinformation, it is crucial to shift the
focus from the content and

alue of “fake news” to the

September 19

Machine learning as a qualx-
quantitative meth
investigating

composition o]the 1IpCC
Bureau

Conference / DI

A presentation I gave at the University
of Hamb: 1 project

directed network layout, we il

semiotics) and the works of its best

ientific
Biucaturs ad tee oot the
keywords, subject areas a
institutions appearing in our

‘The results of this work revealed the
eatdiverity of matters ofreflections
rum (and
Tt IntepmeionstPeneson Al hats
prefigures), but also the seamless
connection between technical
questions related to advanced
techniques of computation of robotics
innovation and social and human
inglcuionsof ek mplamesation

how to put together a research worthy
of the best Latour's vintage.

(with Kari De Pryck and Tobias

Blanke), which sims ut repurposing
of machine

Toscaig iud rtiical intligeaca s

quali-guantitative method to

investigate organisational eltes

and i particlar the Bureau ofthe

that encourage their proliferation. To
doso, I pro dmewnwpwl “junk
news” or “trending bubbles® to define
contents that attracts a I f

easy, not only because they can be
extremely vast but also because they
are shaped by several overlapping
network dymamics. We presenta
machine "

vl DRt

ddpon

hatconttutesrelabl news rom

the viewof netwurk. Our aim sto

machine-read s networ

dertanding of sy r.n.mnm To
e used

the Décodex dataset to train machine
learning models from t

the underlying network. We then

the models to draw

g‘*’_

Jr—

‘e Only Have 12 Years:
YouTube and the IPCC
Report on Global Warming
of 1.5C

January 19
“API-based research” or how
can digital sociology and
dlgzlal journalism studies

m the Cambridge
Analynw affair

.

of the Inter Parliamentary Union
(Doha, 09/04/19).

Februany 19
Writing with Data
Workshop

This workshop,
University

hich I've taught at the

force- jouts. Tommaso
Venturini, Mathieu Jacomy,
Pablo Jensen

March 19

[From Fake News to Online
Attention Hyper-
‘Synchronization

ence / Digital Media Studies

Inthe seminar 1 gaveto ANU Sociology
School, I've discussed the proliferation
of

At Natonal U iversity, is
meant toprovide s cllectiveand

arenas and to shift the focus from the
content of this news to the way in
which

o7 .lc.uiem)c writing, with a specific
focus o

and accelerate media attention cycles

tis cxphtlllv u\spm:d by the “witng

mm i Clicag o B Iz(nux in

and degrade the quality of p
debate.

I've considered the troubles of the

Tesmach ool development, xmnmg &

Socil ckoacs, bl 2
analytics, e-research. The VOSON Lab
was formally established in 2005 with

an Australian Research Council Special
Rese:

e e e
several ARC grants.
See the lab website

February 19
Visiting at Australia
National Umversn'y

N
"'A istralian

=St National
Umversﬂy

From January to March 2019, 1 have
been

the School of

wnung o i o A
analysis of

technological, social,cultural and
political) and conceptualise them as a

Ry Avsalis Nuioal
University in Canberrs, thanks o
chalarship ofthe College of Aris &

4 2ty i My in Social Scien
i TRkl i cely 1t e During my visit | have organised three
‘This paper draws on the Cambridge presentation of findings bux :Isn inthe o o “"\,‘5‘;;': of '“?d“’":“"g "“':’ ;’““h
Analytica scandal to discuss the future slagmgunhe research pr 3 ok "; . R“:w :‘L“"d' ed‘:d
based rescarch and the o with data ot e et e Robe Ak e ket
. - ackenzie.
Corsion mote s et oo :AIJvpnnlu;;:onlmznllcnn:mwd
rationalisation and the presentation lynamics, where we concentrated in
y been interviewed APL-based research is an approach to | OPerations E December 18 icular on data extracted fro
for "Reset” the Podcast | computational socl siences nd LT sl Reddi
ofthe Pt Tnternee Naiiels digital sociology based on the d the ksh resentati 2 D o ’
Géniraion, Duig heinerow G | Sctonal sards rom the dataets | ———— i ;
French), I've discussed wi imade vailble by online pltiorms ictory presentation
o tonible b o haturrent | through ther applic he results of .
i on and why junk | progsmming mwr(auK (or APIs).
[ = “This y October 18
et '"&“;::u°':::’;‘:::::";":;;:ﬁz: Erom Fake to Junk News,
challenging the distinction bet the Data Politics of Online October 18
qualitative and quantitative methods. | Virality The Web and its Publics
Lately, access to this source of datahas || 1o v 6y s g / g L tia Stud
Cotobers8 beensgniicanty redueed st a Br el miersnce/D g e/
series of scan cied o theuse s feckilog) e
The Jazz Network e oateicalpution i
/ Highlight/ theough outne Riationms, The closiré . .
eatiocs d of APIs, however, can have positive < ~
effects if it encourages researchers to o
reduce their dependence on
mansream pltioms and exlore &
new sources and ways to col -
e meracions that are Srer)
closer to the digital fieldwork. :
Ventarin, Tor “Fake news'is a key subject of dta e ey
Richard plitics, butalso ey a one. Asthis Redesversits Redes Digitaiss8 ol s tf e
Based Rese: chapter aims t falamos das mesmas redes?  panization of digital media. 1
Digital Sociology and Digital Phimomama sgaifed by s sigital Methods / ou consider the limits of a simplistic
 bave e in reading of the power-law distribution
the C. - nline visibility and the hopes raised
13 inelgence that by the thematic clustering and the
S —— most other ch:ph:lspmv:n\ dynamism of the Web.
e oien “‘“ Talso touch on the risks that these
c et locomputations snayisor R i e
oo st ol ntentins but  doss meen i and ol i mimags
sy 18 s oo ek plrton o ke
(see the post “From Fake to Junl
Teaching o discuss thisrelton il o Venturini, T And T
Breadung through Data through a thre stage argament First, | Munk, Mathieu Jacoms,

Blred ot its
018, We camined
eatare ot o idenstht ranked
highest in YouTube's search engine.
ave the course of fourweeks aferthe
publication of the report. Additionally,
this study examines lhs shifting.
visibility of the videos, the nature of
the chunnels that puhhihbd them and
way in which they
isse of cimute change m» luund that

online attention but are incapable to
sustaining it for a long time. I also
discussed fi ral

developrments (i sconcmy, teckualogy,
Iture an

‘mimated by s e of prafasonal and
user-led channels, with the former
enjoying higher and more stable
visiblityin YouTube ranking, We

themes
politics) %y that disaster and impacts, policy options
d solut litical
1 #
cycles contested science. The discussion of

May1g
What do we see when we
look at networks

practice

heen around long enongh o prove hat

Change.
Aprlip sentat
Political i
Research on International
Social Sciences (PARISS) irhnhrs find it useful to ps
Higl / Publ o Aopril 10

oot o epecaand i umm

policy options and solutions was

larly prominent. Critiques of
the SR15 report took different forms:
as well as denialist videos which
dovplaged he severty ofclimate

lso several clips

e teondthe epore
underestimating the exten of warming
o overestimating the feasibility of
proposed policies.
Bounegru, Liliana, Kari
Prycl Tommase Venturll, ad
Michele Mauri. 2020. “We Onl
Have 12 Years: YouTube and the
IPCC Report on Global Warming
of 1.5C.” First Monday 25(2).

o
VOSON Lab Fellow
p—
¥ nevertrumpag:
‘;1 "Wlt h‘er!

Jjournalism and Data

P e e aesonol ke s,

de Redes versus Redes Digitas:
D:

Gatie (Sannuln). ks
27. doi10.1590/19!

July 18 Artinen dismissing the dea that this type of
‘misinformation can be defined by ts
e Expert Network Conference / Di fethods / oot ruh, Second Twill
Teaching this
2018) henomenon based on its circulation
Binidianca /8 = Tather han o s contents Thir il
echnology Studie politcs, by desxnhlr\g\heemnnm\c
communicational, technological,
culuraland e dimengions of
L junk new
s o Venm-iuim(zu-q).rmmrm
- to Junk News, the Data Politics of
Online Virality. In D. Bigo, E.
e Ak Isin, & E. ). Data
TEMPORAL BRIDGES ation of Sl on St o
. ) ) Rights. Londo
Conference of the Euro ancaster UK (forthcoming).
atic Far from being neutral, data generate | Dowwnload the chapt
Technol ) political fects t everystage of their
Lancaster UK m
s sl s..cmn.m S
pusila. 5 forthe
justification of April18
SE TR etimes, subller for example in = A Reality Check(-list) for
com = ey oty “ds
the IPCC have prospered for three ol Digital Metl

thirtyyears, the organisation has
thrived under all respects: and
established itself as the interface
tveensietifc esarch

diplomatic negotiations. Most
amasingly, such expansion has not
been accompanied by an institutional

ion. The IPCC

of the data s easy to
proclaim, itis more difficult to observe
and even more to teach. Information
systems hide their political
attachments, not necessari
maliciously, but simply because such
opacity makes them more efficient in

remains “network organisation” with
e o S

their agement

It would be impossible to search a piece

of information on the Web if,every

time, we had to discuss Goog

business model or to wonder why its
Yet,

dat fundament

fe /

o

gers, R Caonby. A ity
ched((llﬁl] for diital methods.

Venturs

The Portuguesetransation of my paper

Nows, the Dat
Virality” for a text detailing these
causes)

Muy 8

VS Dighal Networks Are e T-Ik:ns
ut the Same Networks?"

s
apanese translation ofthe
A1 G o P N
gital Media Studies / Dig
is  Publications

A 4

d myself

of a Fake News
Scholar

7 Digita Meth
P n

sociation, Prague, 24-28
2018

Should e talkshout “faks ews™?
rding to several observers, we
ihnuldn Yas this notion s vagre,

delighted to see the Jay
translation of the Field Guide to ‘Fake
News' and Other Information
Disorders”. Through its various recipes

indistinguishable from past
misinformation; charged with a
simplistic idea of truth, and missing
the most impartant feature of the

h

pe to insp

experiments not only around

‘misleading content, but also the
lat d

Such feature is
not dmcpn\'mais iy - the
pacity topolkute mdia public dbate

ol (e el
Secretariat) Rather than on a
the IPCC has
system of

d
faciltate the net-work of its
contributors. To shed lights on this
network architecture, we build a

, the

s T T
technologi

Data activism arises pnclwly from the

ovthes
doi. nrg/lu n77/14614443|ﬁ7691;|6
Digital Methods can be defined as the
puposing of the nscriptions

roles, the
isionsof o the inddls o

systems. It seeks to promote access to

e discuss a few

their production; to Spans

or the
Study of clleetive phnmmcna The
strength of these methods.

s capacty 0 taku advacage e

& opeogoss a o cities o

o e e . data and computational capacities of

ll\ll)‘\s of such dataset e b?“““ comes from the difficulty to separate
olitical S 24

il gy e

3 3 =
T e e T

which they are
shared, quantified, monetised and
through which they gain their viral
character.

d transforming. But if
\mm, i thedefning estures o ke

t their critique another
way u(prupngzlmg the infection? Yes

reminder that this remains a vital area
r research, reporting, public debate
and public policy — and we loo}
rward to seeing how the guide is used
in Japan.

and no. Yes,
No,if we exploit ttoencourage s

rapidseproducion and muta
¥ be thedrosophia of g
Sdies
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Miracle! Death Ukrainians coming to life after dying on
social media but caught on live camera.

This entire PR disaster is falling apart very fast.

* FALSE ’ —

From§ = =

12:19 PM - Mar 1, 2022 - Twitter for iPhone
= IKB - Info Welle el .
el >°, sed from Informationen fir das GHZ Mecklen 1 FRANCE BATTLES BED .
2023 - Die Menschen werden nun Insekten fressen, ohne ‘ 2 BUG |NVAS|ON .
. 4 es zu wissen. { 3
Not to sound unsympathetic but just wonder why the
media is using the same woman in 2018 she survived a gas Die EU hat zum neuen Jahr 2023 die Genehmigung erteilt,
explosion this year she survived missiles in ukraine. Do you Insekten (Hausgrillen) in Backwaren, Teigwaren und
just use the same pictures in new stories? is this not the andere Tellfertigprodukte “fur die allgemeine Bevolkerung”
same woman ? ask questions and yes think for yourself..... mit beizumischen.

%+ - Rate Translation
Obwohl zu wenige, verdffentlichte Erkenntnisse vorliegen

” Die Ulraine postet wieder Falschungen . beztglich Allergien und mbgliche anaphylaktische
Reaktionen, ist die EU-Kommission der Auff g, dass
keine spezifische Kennzeichnungsvorschriften Uber
magliche Allergische Reaktionen verzeichnet werden
missen.

s st eine Gasexplosion in Magritogorsk
im Jahr 2018

Die Wahrscheinlichkeit ist jedoch hoch, wer Allergien
gegen Krebstiere, Weichtiere und Hausstaubmilben
besitzt, beim Verzehr von Produkte mit beigemischte
Hausgrillen, ebenfalls allergische Reaktionen zu erleiden.
Ebenfalls kann es zu neue allergische Reaktionen fihren
gegen das Substrat, das an die Insekten verfiittert werden.

Die Behauptung, Paris sei von Bettwanzen befallen, wurde in den sozialen

Daher besteht lediglich nur ein Kennzeichnungspflicht,
wenn das Produkt Pulver "Acheta domesticus” enthalt.

Medien offenbar von russischen Accounts angeheizt. Und die ganze Welt fiel

auf die Geschichte rein.

Von links nach recht: Infosperber, CNN, AFP via EDMO, BBC, via Correctiv, TikTok via Blick, Frankfurter Allgemeine
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Ausgangslage

— Desinformation ist vor allem ein Problem des digitalen Medien- und Informationskonsums
— hohe Reichweite
— schnelle, teilautomatisierte Verbreitung
— Lander mit starker politischer Polarisierung erscheinen besonders anfallig flir Desinformation
— Resilienz durch vielfaltiges und qualitativ hochwertiges Mediennutzungsrepertoire
— Social Media und Messengerdienste spielen eine grosse Rolle
— soziale Bediirfnisse wie z.B. Zugehorigkeit

— dadurch Interaktion mit (Des)Information

— Deshalb: Governance-Massnahmen mussen bei Social-Media-Plattformen und Messengerdiensten ansetzen.
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Ausgangslage

— Langfristige Wirkung von Desinformation auf die Gesellschaft
— Zunehmende Polarisierung (Jenke, 2023)
— Destabilisierung des Vertrauens in Politik und Medien (Zimmermann & Kohring, 2020)

— Einfluss auf Abstimmungen und Wahlen durch Manipulation des 6ffentlichen Diskurses (Allcott & Gentzkow,
2017; Fletcher et al., 2018; Neuder et al., 2017)

— Einfluss auf die Gesundheit (Sharma et al., 2020)

— Effektive Wirkung von Desinformation allerdings (noch) weitgehend unklar...
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Handlungsoptionen

Staatliche Regulierung

Ko-Regulierung (gemeinsame Regulierung von Staat und
Branchenvertreter:innen)

Ko-Regulierung (gemeinsame Regulierung von Staat und
Branchenvertreter:innen)

Ko-Regulierung (gemeinsame Regulierung von Staat und
Branchenvertreter:innen)
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Betroffene Grundrechte

— Meinungsfreiheit
— Wirtschaftsfreiheit
— Fernmeldegeheimnis

— Meinungsfreiheit
— Wirtschaftsfreiheit
— (Medienfreiheit)

Universitat Ziirich | Rechtswissenschaftliche Fakultat

Grundrechte der

Rezipient:innen

— Meinungsfreiheit

— Wirtschaftsfreiheit

— Personliche Freiheit

— Wahl- und
Abstimmungsfreiheit
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Staatliche Regulierung

Gesetzliche Vorgaben

Schutz von Individuen
—Personlichkeitsrecht (Art. 28 ff. ZGB)
—Strafrechtlicher Personlichkeitsschutz

(Art. 173 ff. StGB)
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Schutz von Systemen

—Wahlen und Abstimmungen (Art. 34 BV)

—Wettbewerb (UWG)
—Offentlicher Frieden (StGB)

—Verfassungsmassige Ordnung (StGB)

—Beziehungen zum Ausland (StGB)

—etc.
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Ansatze in der EU

— Digital Services Act (DSA)

— Medienfreiheitsgesetz

— Aktionsplan gegen Desinformation

— Verhaltenskodex zur Bekampfung von Desinformation
— Europaische Beobachtungsstelle fur Digitale Medien
— Unabhangige Faktenchecker

— Taskforce fiir Strategische Kommunikation
(insb. East StratCom Task Force)
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Massnahmen - Staatliche Regulierung

— Desinformations(schutz)beauftragte:r oder
Desinformations-Monitoringstelle

— Kennzeichnungspflicht fiir Werbung

— Kennzeichnungspflicht fiir politische Werbung

— Massnahmen re automatisierte Accounts (Bots)

— kein Verbot

— Begrenzung der Aktivitaten pro Zeitraum

— Kennzeichnungspflicht fiir Bots \ ¢
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Massnahmen - Ko-Regulierung

— Prozedurale Massnahmen fiir Plattformen
— internes Beschwerdemanagement
— aussergerichtliche Streitbeilegungsstelle
— Transparenzvorgaben fiir Plattformen
— Recht auf Zugang fiir Nutzer:innnen

— Recht auf Zugang zu Daten
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Massnahmen - Selbstregulierung (insb. Branchenregulierung)

— Erweiterung Kompetenzen Presserat
— Journalist:innen

— auch fir Inhalte auf Social Media

— Schaffung eines Digitalrates
— Gemeinsame Grundsatze der Plattformen

— Beschwerdeinstanz
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Massnahmen - Selbstorganisation

— Sperren von Nutzer:innen auf Social Media (Deplatforming)

— Loschen und Sperren von Inhalten
— Downranking von Inhalten
— Flagging von Inhalten

— User Flagging

— Trusted Flaggers

— Einschrankung des Weiterleitens

TikTok
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Indirekte Massnahmen

— Teilnahme an Europaischen Gremien und Initiativen
— Steigerung der Medien- und Digitalkompetenz

— Zielgruppe: altere Menschen

— Zielgruppe: jungere Menschen
— Starkung des Informationsjournalismus

— Griindung einer (kostenlosen) Medienplattform

Universitat Ziirich | Rechtswissenschaftliche Fakultat
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